
Contributors and Sponsoring Organizations

John Burroughs is executive director of the Lawyers’ Committee on Nuclear 
Policy (LCNP) and an adjunct professor of international law at Rutgers 
Law School, Newark. Dr. Burroughs is a specialist on treaty regimes and 
international law relating to nuclear and other non-conventional weapons. In 
1998, he represented LCNP at the negotiations on the International Criminal 
Court in Rome, and in 1995, he was the non-governmental legal coordinator 
at the hearings on nuclear weapons before the International Court of Justice. 
Dr. Burroughs is co-editor of Rule of Power or Rule of Law? An Assessment 
of U.S. Policies and Actions Regarding Security-Related Treaties (2003); 
author of The Legality of Threat or Use of Nuclear Weapons: A Guide to 
the Historic Opinion of the International Court of Justice (1998); and has 
published articles in the Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists and World Policy 
Journal. He has a J.D. and Ph.D. from the University of California at Berkeley 
and a B.A. from Harvard.

Jacqueline Cabasso is executive director of the Western States Legal 
Foundation (WSLF), where she has worked since 1984. Ms. Cabasso 
frequently writes for and travels on behalf of WSLF, speaking at public 
hearings, conferences and rallies, and meeting with organizers throughout 
the world. She is a leading voice for nuclear weapons abolition, speaking 
at events across North America, Europe, and Asia. In 1995, she was a 
“founding mother” of the Abolition 2000 Global Network to Eliminate 
Nuclear Weapons, which has grown to include more than 2000 organizations 
and municipalities in over 90 countries, and she continues to serve on its 
international coordinating committee. Ms. Cabasso serves on the national 
steering committee of United for Peace and Justice (UFPJ), the largest 
anti-war coalition in the United States, and also convenes UFPJ’s Nuclear 

co-authored numerous articles for publications including the Bulletin of the 

Order. She is co-author with Susan Moon of Risking Peace: Why We Sat in 
the Road (1985).

 is a member of the Women’s International League for Peace and 
Freedom (WILPF), and coordinator of the new campaign of the International 
Physicians for the Prevention of Nuclear War, the International Campaign 
to Abolish Nuclear weapons (ICAN). Her previous position was as the 
Greenpeace International Political Adviser on Nuclear and Disarmament 
Issues. Prior to that, she was a peace and security adviser to the United 
Nations Development Fund for Women (UNIFEM), responsible for the 

based early warning indicators, and providing technical advice and guidance 
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to practitioners planning and executing disarmament, demobilization and 

prepared the book Women, War, Peace (2002) for two independent experts 

in New York from 1997-2001, Ms. Hill created the Reaching Critical Will 
and Peace Women projects focused on enhancing NGO preparation for and 
participation in security and disarmament forums at the United Nations.

Andrew Lichterman is the principal research analyst for the Western States 
Legal Foundation. He began his association with WSLF as a volunteer attorney 
in 1983, and has worked with the organization in a variety of capacities since 
then. He has represented peace and environmental activists in settings ranging 
from defense of demonstrators in cases arising out of nonviolent direct action 
protests to environmental proceedings concerning the impacts of nuclear 
weapons research, development, testing, and deployment. Mr. Lichterman 
writes extensively on U.S. nuclear weapons and military space programs 
and their impacts on international arms control regimes and prospects for 
disarmament, both in WSLF publications and for other outlets. He serves on 
the Global Council of Abolition 2000, and is a member of the editorial board 
of the International Network of Engineers and Scientists Against Proliferation 
Information Bulletin. He also taught law for many years, including courses 
on environmental law, legal history, and the rights of demonstrators. He holds 
a J.D. from the University of California at Berkeley, and a B.A. from Yale.

Zia Mian, who contributed the foreword, is a research scientist at Princeton 
University’s Program on Science & Global Security and director of its Proj-
ect on Peace and Security in South Asia. Recently, he has worked on issues of 
nuclear command and control, early warning and civil defense in South Asia, 
and on the challenges posed by non-compliance with international agree-
ments and norms on nuclear arms control and non-proliferation, especially 
by nuclear weapons states. He is active with several social movements and 
civil society groups working for nuclear disarmament and more just and eco-
logically sustainable societies. Dr. Mian has published widely in newspapers, 
magazine, and technical journals. He is co-editor with Smitu Kothari of Out
of the Nuclear Shadow (2002). Earlier books include Pakistan’s Atomic Bomb 
and the Search for Security (1995) and 
Pakistan’s Crises of State and Society (1997).

Jennifer Nordstrom is project manager of Reaching Critical Will, a 
project of the Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom. She 
is editor of The First Committee Monitor, a weekly report produced by non-
governmental organizations to make the work of the UN General Assembly 
First Committee on Disarmament and International Security more transparent, 
and authored “Cooperation and Cautious Optimism: Report on the 2006 UN 
First Committee,” Disarmament Diplomacy (Winter 2006). She also is editor 
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of News in Review, a daily newsletter providing civil society perspectives 
on Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty review proceedings. Prior to joining 
Reaching Critical Will in 2005, Ms. Nordstrom was the international 
coordinator for Global Action to Prevent War, where she was responsible for 
planning and implementing programs, organizing conferences and events, 
and coordinating communications. She has worked to create links among 

the belief that civil society is the emerging global superpower needed to reign 
in governments. She has a B.A. from Hunter College.

Michael Spies is a program associate for Lawyers’ Committee on Nuclear 
Policy. He has carried out research and analysis projects for LCNP on 
topics ranging from U.S. compliance with arms control and disarmament 
commitments under the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty to IAEA monitoring 
of Iran’s nuclear program. He authored the forthcoming article, “Iran and the 
Limitations of the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Regime,” American University 
International Law Review. Prior to joining LCNP, he worked for the Los 
Alamos Study Group in New Mexico, which monitors the Los Alamos 
nuclear weapons laboratory. He has a B.A. from the University of New 
Mexico, Albuquerque.

Peter Weiss is president of the Lawyers’ Committee on Nuclear Policy, and 
vice president of LCNP’s international body, the International Association 
of Lawyers Against Nuclear Arms. He is also vice president of Federation 
Internationale des Ligues des Droits de l’Homme and of the Center for 
Constitutional Rights. He was the principal author of the draft brief on 
the illegality of threat or use of nuclear weapons used by many countries 
in making written submissions to the International Court of Justice in the 
nuclear weapons case, and served as counsel to Malaysia at the hearings 
in1995. He published several articles about the Court’s opinion, including in 
Transnational Law and Contemporary Problems and the American Journal 
of International Law. As a lawyer with the Center for Constitutional Rights, 
he litigated the seminal case establishing the right of victims of torture to sue 
their torturers in U.S. courts (Filartiga v. Peña-Irala). Mr. Weiss has lectured 
and written widely on the international law of war and peace, nuclear weapons 
and human rights. He is a graduate of the Yale Law School.

Lawyers’ Committee on Nuclear Policy (LCNP), founded in 1981, is a New 

citizens that engages in legal and policy research, education, and advocacy 
in support of nuclear arms control, disarmament, and non-proliferation, and 
rule-of-law based global security, in national and international settings. In the 
early 1990s, LCNP was a central organizer of the global campaign to obtain 
an opinion on nuclear weapons from the International Court of Justice; in the 
mid-1990s, coordinated a group of NGOs and experts that drafted a model 
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nuclear weapons convention; and in 2003, with the Institute for Energy 
and Environmental Research, produced Rule of Power or Rule of Law? An 
Assessment of U.S. Polices and Actions Regarding Security-Related Treaties.
LCNP provides information and analysis to citizens’ groups, professional 

national and international networks and campaigns for nuclear disarmament 
and global security, and collaborates extensively with other groups. LCNP 

Against Nuclear Arms (IALANA).

675 Third Avenue, Suite 315
New York, NY 10017
tel: (212) 818-1861
fax: (212) 818-1857

www.lcnp.org

Western States Legal Foundation (WSLF),
in 1982 and based in Oakland, California, seeks to abolish nuclear weapons as 
an essential step in making possible a more secure, just, and environmentally 
sustainable world. With a local focus on the Livermore nuclear weapons 
laboratory, WSLF provides independent information and analysis about U.S. 
nuclear weapons in the context of related foreign and domestic policies for a 
wide range of audiences ranging from local church groups to United Nations 
conferences. WSLF grew out of the movement against nuclear power and 
weapons in the early 1980s. Originally founded to provide legal assistance 
to nonviolent activists, WSLF’s program has expanded to encompass a 
broad range of research, advocacy and organizing. WSLF has helped to 
build and sustain local, national and international networks while remaining 

nonviolence and international law, WSLF strives to provide information, 
analysis, and advocacy that is professional in quality and rooted in the values 
of the social movements it serves. WSLF has increasingly sought to link 
nuclear disarmament with global and domestic issues of peace, justice and 

655 - 13th Street, Suite 201
Preservation Park

Oakland, California 94612
tel: (510) 839-5877
fax: (510) 839-5397
www.wslfweb.org
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Reaching Critical Will (RCW), a project of the Women’s International 
League for Peace and Freedom, was launched by the Women’s International 
League for Peace and Freedom in 1999 in order to increase the quality and 
quantity of civil society at international fora that address nuclear weapons 
and other disarmament and security matters. Nuclear disarmament will 
require coordinated and sustained effort on the part of governments, non-
governmental organizations and the United Nations, so Reaching Critical 
Will encourages people to act and contribute to international disarmament 
fora. For non-governmental organizations and concerned individuals to act, 
they need information, primary documents and analysis. Reaching Critical 
Will collects, packages and often translates disarmament related information 
into terms ordinary people can understand. Based in New York, Reaching 
Critical Will centralizes and disseminates information, especially through 
its website, www.reachingcriticalwill.org, about international disarmament 
processes, and increases the quality and quantity of NGO preparation and 
participation in these processes. The project also enhances collaborations 
among NGOs working on nuclear disarmament by creating opportunities for 
NGOs to strategize and work together, facilitating e-discussions, organizing 
joint publications, brokering and coordinating higher quality collaborative 
NGO presentations to governments, and generating regular newsletters and 
reports to transmit NGO opinions and analysis to governments. Additionally, 
the project has served as a valuable source of information and NGO analysis 
for governments.

777 UN Plaza
New York, NY 10017
tel: (212) 682-1265
fax: (212) 286-8211

www.reachingcriticalwill.org


